
 

 

 

March 25, 2020 

Dear K-1-2 Families, 

Hope you and your families are well and are staying healthy as we navigate this new ground together. 
Since my last letter to you, my children have returned from New York! What a surprise to have my 
twenty-four and twenty six year-old sons living with me again! Although I gave them wings, I am glad 
that they have roots, too. At this time, I am grateful to have my family close by. Many of you are 
probably spending more time in the house with your family, too. I hope you are finding silver linings in 
these times.  

As we will be out of school until at least April 20, we will launch phase two of our home-learning 
program after spring break. The K-1-2 teachers have been working hard to create a home-learning 
program that is developmentally appropriate for this K-1-2 age and that honors our goals for learners 
and our beliefs about how children learn best.  

Recognizing that each child and each family is unique and has different needs for a home-learning 
program, we are offering an array of options – with internet and without. Here is the program that the 
K-1-2 team of teachers have designed: 

Continued Phone/Facetime Calls 
The teachers are enjoying their calls with you and your children. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
check in individually and see how your child and family is doing. After spring break, the teachers will 
continue these individual check-ins a couple of times a week. 

Continued Emphasis on Play and Choice 
As I shared in my last letter, for learners – particularly young children – doing and thinking and making 
sense of their world (what is happening in their lives) is often done through play. Not only is this time for 
unstructured play important, research tells us that it is essential to the development of a child’s 
cognitive and social-emotional skills. This past week, I have been inspired by your children’s home 
creations and activities. It is through creativity that children engage and develop their whole being.  

I have shared a link to an article by a doctor on the Harvard Health Blog about the importance of 
children playing outside. This past week as I was walking, I saw several Stanley families enjoying the day 
– biking, walking and building snow-people. I hope you and your children enjoy the springtime in 
Colorado. 

Online Resources 
Key to our home-learning program is a belief that children should not spend their whole day in front of 
screens. That being said, there are some good educational programs available online. The K-1-2 teachers 
sent a list of recommendations last week. Since we created the list, we have added another good online 
option. As our school has an account with LEXIA, they have offered all of our children a free subscription 
for the duration of the school year. LEXIA is a computer-based reading program that provides phonics 
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instruction and gives students independent practice in basic reading skills. If you are interested in 
opening an account for your child, please contact Luanne Feldmann at luanne.feldmann@stanleybps.org 
and she will help you get registered. 

Google Classroom with your K-1-2 Teachers 
After spring break, you will have access to a Stanley K-1-2 Google Classroom for your child. This 
classroom will provide daily lessons/videos created by the K-1-2 teachers. You will be able to see your 
teachers – Angie dancing, Allison talking about gratitude and all of the teachers reading stories and 
sharing about their lives. You will be able to have your child engage with lessons in reading, writing, 
math, science, all planned by your children’s teachers. All of the teachers’ lessons will be placed in the 
Google Classroom and be accessible to all of the K-1-2 students with support from parents. 

The first day for our Google Classroom will be Tuesday, April 7. You will receive an email on Monday, 
April 6, with login information for parents. You can access this google classroom when, and if, it works 
for your family. The daily lessons will also be pushed out in an email the night before. On Sunday night, 
you will receive the lesson options for Monday. On Monday night, you will receive the options for 
Tuesday, etc. All K-1-2 families will receive the same email and options each evening. The whole K-1-2 
team collaborated to make the lessons and the Google Classroom. We are excited to share our planning 
and creations with you! 

A big thank you to the K-1-2 team of teachers for their collaboration, hard work and understanding of 
childhood in creating this Home Learning option for your children. A special thank you to Catalina Rincon 
for providing the technological brilliance behind the creation of our phase-two home-learning program. 

If, for any reason, this aspect of our home-larning option presents challenges for your family, due to 
internet connectivity, access to a computer or family values about screen time, please reach out directly 
to me or your classroom teachers and we will find ways to support you and your children so that 
everyone can participate in ways that work best for their families.  

Zoom Opportunities 
Zoom is another online tool that the K-1-2 teachers will be utilizing to connect children with their peers. 
Twice a week your child will be offered a Zoom time to see and hear from peers in the classroom. These 
Zoom sessions will be organized and facilitated by your K-1-2 teachers. The goal of these Zoom times is 
for the children to see one another and to listen to each other, thus, creating a continuance of 
classroom community. 

If you are interested in having your child participate in these sessions, please download the Zoom app 
onto your phone or computer. Your classroom teachers will be in touch about the time of the optional 
Zoom sessions for your child. Some teachers will be piloting share sessions on Zoom this week. The 
teachers are just learning how to use this app, so, please be understanding as we begin this online 
adventure! The K-1-2 teachers had fun Zooming together yesterday.  

And again, if this home-learning option presents any challenges for your family, please let me or your 
classroom teachers know so we can support you in ways that work best for you and your children. 

Materials Pick-Up 
Our goals are to enhance our Google Classroom, get hands-on materials and just-right books to children 
and to meet the needs of families who have limited internet access or choose not to have their children 
online. To meet those goals, and if we do not return to school on April 20, we will have a materials pick-
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up drive-through lane during the week of April 13. We will share specific dates and times once we are 
certain of holding the drive-through. A couple of K-1-2 teachers will be outside the gym in colorful 
gloves, practicing good social distancing. Parents will be asked to remain in their cars and drive up in the 
carpool lane. No hugging or high-fiving your teachers! The colorful glove brigade of teachers will hand 
materials through the car window, or toss them gently. We ask that you not return books at this time, 
but keep them safely at home until we are physically back in our classrooms.  

We are staying closely informed about the Denver Mayor and Colorado Governor’s mandates. At the 
moment, our proposed drive-through is in compliance because we are an educational institution 
facilitating distance learning. We will keep abreast of new mandates, and send an email out with further 
details about the drive through the week after spring break. 

Thank You 
Thank you for all of your support during phase one of our home-learning program. I know that this new 
reality has been an adjustment for all of us! I have been heartened by the way children, parents and 
teachers are creating community for and with each other. We are embracing this challenge, and we are 
learning new things about ourselves and about the possibilities for learning.  

Thank you for all of your support, stay safe and be well!  

With much love, 
Joanna 

Joanna Hambidge 
Head of K-1-2 
The Stanley British Primary School 
303-360-0803 ext.160 
Joanna.hambidge@stanleybps.org 
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